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THE 22ND ANNUAL JEWISH MUSIC FESTIVAL

OPENS WITH WORLD PREMIERE SET TO

JEWISH + ROMANI (Gypsy)  MUSIC PERFORMED BY KITKA plus

 BAY AREA DEBUTS OF ITALY’S ENSEMBLE LUCIDARIUM
AND ARGENTINA’S KLEZMER BUENOS AIRES
Jewish Music Festival, March 8 – 25, 2007
Tickets on Sale Jan. 15 at  www.JewishMusicFestival.org
BERKELEY, Dec. 14, 2006—The Jewish Music Festival, America’s leading festival of Jewish music, will offer a sophisticated and entertaining 22nd season March 8 – 25, 2007, bringing to the Bay Area leading international artists of Jewish music from around the world.  Highlights include the World Premiere of Dan Cantrell’s Jewish and Romani (Gypsy)-inspired work, Musical Fortunes, in addition to several Bay Area debuts with particular emphasis on the award-winning Italian Ensemble Lucidarium specializing in music of the Renaissance, and the highly acclaimed Argentinean duo, Klezmer Buenos Aires, a riveting fusion style of klezmer, tango and jazz.  

The Festival opens on Thursday, March 8 at 7:30 p.m. at the First Congregational Church in Berkeley, with the world premiere of Musical Fortunes, a musical composition based on Jewish and Romani roots by East Bay composer/performer Dan Cantrell, performed by Kitka Women’s Vocal Ensemble, Michael Alpert, of the klezmer supergroup Brave Old World, Bulgarian Roma musician Rumen Shopov, and Roma scholar and violinist Dusan Ristic among others.  An Emmy-award-winning composer, Dan Cantrell has scored music for over 30 films, several plays, a variety of dance pieces, and other performance events.  His Emmy was for music on the KQED documentary Home Front. He also won a Golden Gate Award at the San Francisco International Film Festival for his score to Divided Loyalties.  
The Festival continues on Saturday, March 10 at 8 p.m. with Klezmer Buenos Aires, performed by the Lerner/Moguilevsky Duo.  Direct from Argentina, in their Bay Area debut, this virtuoso pair offers a brilliant blend of klezmer, tango and jazz improvisations.  They will perform at the Thrust Stage, Berkeley Repertory Theatre. The concert is presented in association with La Pena Cultural Center.

The renowned eight-piece Italian Ensemble Lucidarium makes its Bay Area debut on Thursday, March 15 at 7:30 p.m.  Founded in 1991, the ensemble specializes in medieval and Renaissance music, and from its beginnings has combined meticulous research, preparation and creativity. Lucidarium’s vivacious mix of voices and instruments is acclaimed world-wide for the authentic musical reproduction and portrayal of the period. The Ensemble won the European Association for Jewish Culture Award for the creation of La Istoria de Purim: Music and Poetry of the Jews of Renaissance Italy, the program to be presented by the Festival at the First Congregational Church in Berkeley.

The Festival continues on Saturday, March 17 at 2 p.m. at the Jazzschool in Berkeley with a Tribute to Tzadik Music and Radical Jewish Culture.  The Symbolic Power of Jewish Music will be discussed by leading musicians of John Zorn’s Tzadik Radical Jewish Culture CD label.  Participants include notable artists such as Ben Goldberg, John Schott, Steven Bernstein, and Basya Schechter. 
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At 8 p.m. on March 17, Basya Schechter leads her band Pharaoh’s Daughter, voted Best World Music Ensemble and Best Middle Eastern Music Ensemble in the 2006 New Jewish Music Awards. Her music blends psychedelic sensibility and a pan-Mediterranean sensuality, through swirling Hasidic chants, Mizrahi (Middle Eastern Jewish) and Sephardi folk-rock, filtered through percussion, flute, strings and electronica. Schechter’s original sound has been cultivated by her Hasidic music background and a series of trips to the Middle East, Africa, Turkey, Kurdistan, and Greece. Pharaoh’s Daughter will perform at the Thrust Stage, Berkeley Repertory Theatre.
On Sunday, March 18 at 7:30 p.m. the Festival presents Steven Bernstein, nominated for a 2007 Grammy Award in the Best Contemporary Jazz Album category for his latest album, at the Thrust Stage, Berkeley Repertory Theatre. Originally from Berkeley, now New York-based, Bernstein stretches the definition of Jewish Music in this concert with fellow former Berkeleyean Peter Apfelbaum and others. Based on the work of legendary cantor Moshe Koussevitsky, the album Diaspora Blues that will be presented in the Festival was originally recorded in 2002 with the Sam Rivers Trio.

The highly-acclaimed Israeli mandolin master Avi Avital performs at the Jewish Community Center of the East Bay (JCCEB), 1414 Walnut Street in Berkeley. on Thursday, March 22 at 2 p.m. Avital recently won first prize in the international competition for plucked strings in Voghera, Italy, and has played with the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Chamber Orchestra of Milano, among others. The concert is presented in association with the Consulate General of Israel.

Berkeley-based composer Jorge Liderman, presents Aires de Sefarad on Thursday, March 22 at 8 p.m. Born in Argentina, and trained in Israel and the U.S., he brings a highly original twist to Sephardic music, which will be performed by Duo 46: guitarist Matt Gould and violinist Beth Ilana Schneider. Gould and Schneider have established themselves as important advocates of contemporary art music, actively commissioning, recording and performing new music for violin and guitar. This performance will also take place at the JCCEB.

The 22nd Jewish Music Festival concludes on Sunday, March 25 with an all-day Community Music Day from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.  Activities showcase local artists, and include a children’s concert, “instrument” petting zoo, interactive workshops and performances, and a poetry slam.  Co-sponsored by Freight and Salvage Coffee House, the Community Music Day takes place at the JCCEB. 

The Festival produces creative and entertaining programs, challenges stereotypes and fosters engagement with the broader community.  It is the oldest, most diverse festival of Jewish music in the U.S., reaching approximately 5,000 people through concerts, participatory dances and jams, as well as classes and workshops in schools and community organizations.  For artists, the Festival is internationally known as a supportive environment for innovative ideas.

Tickets for all events go on sale to JCCEB members on Jan. 8, and to the general public on Jan. 15.  They may be obtained by phone at 800/838-3006 or on-line via www.jewishmusicfestival.org, or www.brownpapertickets.com.  
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