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MUSICAL FORTUNES:
World Premiere of New Jewish and Romani (Gypsy) Music

Opens the 22nd Jewish Music Festival, March 8-25, 2007

You don’t have to be Jewish to get your heart rate up with the soul-stirring mix

of klezmer (Eastern European Jewish folk music) and Romani (Gypsy) music

premiering at the Opening Night of the 22nd Jewish Music Festival, America’s leading

festival of Jewish music.

The Festival opens its 22nd season with new work by Emmy Award-winning Bay

Area composer and musician Dan Cantrell, starring Kitka, a world-renowned women’s

vocal ensemble and a dozen virtuosic players from both traditions Thursday,

March 8th  at the First Congregational Church of Berkeley, 2345 Channing Way,

in Berkeley at 7:30 pm.

Other Festival highlights include Bay Area premieres of internationally

acclaimed groups from Argentina and Italy, including the Lerner/Moguilevsky Duo/

Klezmer Buenos Aires—a show-stopping virtuosic duo who bring klezmer, jazz

improvisation and tango to new heights, 7:30 pm, Sunday March 10th, at the Thrust

Stage, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 2025 Addison St., Berkeley.

One of Italy’s premiere Early Music groups, Ensemble Lucidarium, makes its

Bay Area debut showcasing pure energy on period instruments with “La Istoria de

Purim,” First Congregational Church of Berkeley, Thursday, March 15th, 7:30 pm.

 From Renaissance elegance, the Festival gets down with Pharaoh’s Daughter,

a prize-winning group that blends a psychedelic sensibility with a pan-Mediterranean

sensuality, Saturday, March 17, 8 pm, Thrust Stage, Berkeley Repertory Theatre,

and Diaspora Blues, displaying the edgy notes of jazz masters Steven Bernstein and

Peter Apfelbaum, also at Berkeley Rep, Sunday March 18, 7:30 pm. Aires de

Sefarad, new music based on Judeo-Spanish songs, Israeli classical mandolin artist

Avi Avital, a Community Music Day, for all ages, complete with an Instrument Petting

Zoo, and more fill out the stellar program. Ticket sales range from  $12-26, depending

on the event. For more information, please contact www.jewishmusicfestival.org . Tix

go on sale 1/15/07: www.brownpapertickets.com or 24/7 phone sales: 800-838-3006.

High resolution artist photos available on request.
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